
December 11, 2007 
 
 
Dear Congressmember: 
 
We urge you to keep costly loan guarantees for nuclear power out of the Energy and Water and 
omnibus appropriations bills.  
 
The Administration proposed $9 billion for all energy loan guarantees and the House approved 
$7 billion for all energy loan guarantees in FY 2008.  Yet, the media has reported that the Energy 
and Water Appropriations conferees are considering $25 billion in loan guarantees exclusively to 
the nuclear industry.  
 
There has been little to no Congressional debate on this large sum of money. There has also been 
no discussion or hearings on the implications for other energy projects, if the $25 billion 
nuclear loan guarantee package is passed. $25 billion is more than the entire annual budget for 
the Department of Energy. Doesn’t Congress have the obligation to debate the ramifications of 
risking $25 billion? 
 
Moreover, there is no hurry for a nuclear loan guarantee package: no nuclear utilities will be in a 
position in 2008 to use any federal funds for new reactor construction. Only four utilities so far 
have submitted applications for new reactors and the NRC licensing process is expected to take a 
minimum of 30 months for complete applications referencing certified standardized reactor 
designs. But none of the applications has been certified as complete by the NRC (Constellation 
Energy so far is missing half its application; NRG Energy’s application has deficiencies the NRC 
projects will take a year to correct), and none of the applications references a certified 
standardized reactor design (while the NRG Energy application references a standardized design, 
NRG is seeking 16 changes from the design as certified; TVA is seeking major changes from its 
standardized design; while Constellation and Dominion Resources are both seeking licensing of 
reactor designs that have not yet gone through the certification process). It will be at least 2011, 
and probably later, before any utility can begin reactor construction.  
 
The cost of new atomic reactors, and thus the usefulness of loan guarantees, is an issue that 
Congress has not yet fully explored. Cost estimates by nuclear utilities for new reactors have 
essentially doubled over the past two years, and are far above the $1,500-$2,000/kilowatt price 
the Nuclear Energy Institute said in 2005 was necessary to make nuclear power economically 
competitive. In October 2007, Moody’s Investor Service estimated that new reactors will cost far 
more than the nuclear utilities have estimated. Indeed, Moody’s estimates that new U.S. reactors 
will cost from $5,000 to $6,000 per kilowatt. If Moody’s is correct, a 1,600 MW reactor such as 
that proposed by Constellation for the Calvert Cliffs, Maryland site would cost from $8 to nearly 
$10 billion. Risking taxpayer funds on a project with such dubious cost-effectiveness would be 
unwise—especially years before the funds could actually be used. A full Congressional 
examination of nuclear construction costs should be undertaken before large amounts of taxpayer 
funds are risked. 
 



The Energy Department's Office of Inspector General warned in September that even $9 billion 
in loan guarantees proposed by the Department for FY 2008 "will result in significant risk to the 
American taxpayer."  What would $25 billion mean to the American taxpayer, especially given 
the skyrocketing cost estimates for new nuclear reactors? 
 
Not only is the nuclear industry not ready to use loan guarantees, it is far from clear that the 
Department of Energy is yet capable of managing such an enormous program. By way of 
comparison, the U.S. Export-Import Bank—staffed with recognized experts in banking and 
lending--reported guaranteeing 736 loans valued at $8.2 billion in FY 2006. The Department of 
Energy does not have a similar expertise. 
 
We urge you to accept this summer’s decision of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Energy and Water, which determined that no loan guarantee funding should go for nuclear power 
projects in FY 2008.  
 
 
Sincerely,     
 
Michael Mariotte 
Executive Director 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service 
Takoma Park, MD 
 
Bonnie Raitt 
Musician/Activist 
NukeFree.org 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Jim Riccio 
Nuclear Policy Analyst 
Greenpeace 
Washington, DC 
 
Tyson Slocum 
Executive Director 
Public Citizen Energy Program 
Washington, DC 
 
Benjamin Schreiber 
Staff Attorney 
Environment America 
Washington, DC 
 
Dave Hamilton  
Director, Global Warming and Energy Program  
Sierra Club 
Washington, DC 
 
Lynn Thorp 
National Campaigns Coordinator 
Clean Water Action 
Washington, DC 

Geoff Fettus 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Washington, DC 
 
Ken Bossong 
Executive Director 
SUN DAY Campaign 
Takoma Park, MD  
 
Kevin Kamps 
Radioactive Waste Watchdog 
Beyond Nuclear 
Takoma Park, MD 
 
Daphne Wysham, Co-director 
Sustainable Energy & Economy Network 
Washington, DC 
 
Stephen M. Brittle 
Don't Waste Arizona, Inc. 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Frank C. Subjeck   
Air Water Earth Org.   
Lake Havasu City, AZ  
 
Betty Schroeder  
Arizona Safe Energy Coalition 
Tucson, AZ   
 
Pat Birnie 
Tucson branch of the Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom 
Tucson, AZ 



 
Ruth Zemek 
Pax Christi Phoenix AZ 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Libby Hubbard 
Lovolution Village 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Cynthia Naha 
Black Mesa Water Coalition 
Hopi Tribe 
Keams Canyon, AZ 
  
Rochelle Becker 
Executive Director 
Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
Jane Feldman 
Energy Chair 
Toiyabe Chapter of the Sierra Club 
Nevada and Eastern California 
 
Jane Williams 
Executive Director 
California Communities Against Toxics 
Rosamond, CA  
 
Wendy Oser 
Nuclear Guardianship Project 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Jane Swanson 
San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace Action Committee 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
Ann Harris 
Sierra Club Nuclear Task Force 
San Francisco, CA 
 
James J. Provenzano 
President 
Clean Air Now 
Los Angeles, CA  
 
Fran Macy 
co-director 
Center for Safe Energy 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Lillian Light 
President 
Environmental Priorities Network 
Manhattan Beach, CA  
 

Molly Johnson 
Area Coordinator 
San Luis Obispo County Grandmothers for Peace 
San Miguel, CA 
 
Jennifer O. Viereck 
Director  
HOME: Healing Ourselves & Mother Earth  
Tecopa, CA 
 
Mary Beth Brangan  
Ecological Options Network 
Bolinas, CA 
  
Stephen Willis 
San Francisco Voter Empowerment Project 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Barbara George 
Women's Energy Matters 
Fairfax, CA 
  
Walter Reece    
Peaceful Yoga 
Monterey, CA  
 
Philip Tymon 
Occidental Arts and Ecology Center 
Occidental, CA 
 
Pamela S. Meidell 
Director 
Atomic Mirror 
Port Hueneme, CA 
 
Sarah Ingersoll 
Brave New Films 
Culver City, CA 
 
Mary Bull, Co-director 
Greenwood Earth Alliance 
San Francisco, CA  
 
Evan Albright 
SLO Wanders 
San Luis Obispo, CA  
 
Joanie Misrack 
Pathways to Peace 
San Rafael, CA 
 
PhoeBe ANNE (sorgen)  
Berkeley Fellowship of Unitarian Universalists Social 
Justice Committee  
Berkeley, CA  
 



Steve Glazer 
High Country Citizens' Alliance 
Crested Butte, CO 
 
Bob Lagow 
President 
Mummy Range Institute 
Red Feather Lakes, CO 
 
Peggy Donahue 
PachaMama Yoga 
Allenspark, CO 
 
Miriam Kurland 
Northeast Ct. Coalition for Peace and Justice 
CT 
 
Jane Latus 
Canton Advocates for Responsible Expansion, Inc. 
Canton, CT 
  
Elaine Nichols and Karen Loman 
Nonuke.org 
Tampa, FL 
 
Barry G. Parsons 
Coordinator 
Madison Environmental Committee 
Madison, FL 
  
Mark R. Elsis 
Lovearth.net 
Siesta Key, FL  
 
Rhonda Roff, President  
Save It Now, Glades!  
Clewiston, FL 
 
Bob Krasowski 
The Florida Alliance for a Clean Environment 
Naples, FL 
  
Bobbie Paul 
Director 
Atlanta WAND (Women's Action for New Directions) 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Ed Arnold 
Executive Director 
Physicians for Social Responsibility/Atlanta 
Atlanta, GA 
  
Glenn Carroll 
Coordinator 
NUCLEAR WATCH SOUTH 
Atlanta, GA 

 
Tom Ferguson  
Foundation for Global Community/Atlanta 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Bob Darby 
Food not Bombs/Atlanta 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Adele Kushner 
Executive Director 
Action for a Clean Environment 
Alto, GA  
 
Faith Sadley 
Counterparts, Inc. 
Thunderbolt, GA  
 
Mele Stokesberry 
Maui Peace Action and the Maui Peace Education 
Foundation 
Pukalani, HI 
  
Beatrice Brailsford 
Snake River Alliance 
Pocatello, ID 
 
Claudia Haynes, President 
Deersky Ranch Homeowner Association 
Nampa, ID 
 
David A. Kraft 
Director 
Nuclear Energy Information Service (NEIS) 
Chicago, IL 
 
Staci-lee Sherwood 
Legislative Director 
The American Working Group for National Policy, Inc 
Arlington Heights, IL 
 
Jeff Semmerling 
Inside Out Art Studio 
Chicago, IL 
 
John Blair 
President 
Valley Watch, Inc. 
Evansville, IN 
 
John Gibson, Executive Director 
Earth Charter Indiana 
  
Joseph J. Duerksen, M.D. 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Roeland Park, KS 



 
Mary Davis 
Director 
Yggdrasil, a project of Earth Island Institute 
Lexington, KY 
 
Nancy Givens, Chairperson 
BGGreen Partnership for a Sustainable Community 
Bowling Green, KY  
 
William H. Herke, Ph.D. 
Citizens for a Clean Environment 
Baton Rouge, LA 
 
Lucy Duff 
Peace & Justice Coalition, Prince George's County 
Greenbelt, MD 
 
Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Donald Keesing, Coordinator 
Voices Opposed To Environmental Racism 
Takoma Park, MD 
 
Deb Katz, Executive Director 
Citizens Awareness Network 
Shelburne Falls, MA  
 
Jill Stein, M.D. 
Greater Boston Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Cambridge, MA  
 
Gretel Munroe 
Grassroots Actions for Peace 
Concord, MA 
 
Rebecca Tippens 
Center for Cultural Evolution 
Colrain, MA 
  
Margo Golden 
Women's Community Cancer Project 
Cambridge, MA 
 
J. Joslyn MacNulty 
Citizens Energy Council 
Williamstown, MA 
 
Michael J. Keegan 
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes 
Monroe, MI  
  
Alice Hirt 
Don't Waste Michigan 
Holland, MI  

  
Keith Gunter 
Citizens' Resistance at Fermi Two 
Monroe, MI  
 
Kathryn Barnes 
Don't Waste Michigan 
Sherwood Chapter 
Sherwood, MI 
 
Joseph A. Gump 
Kalamazoo Nonviolent Opponents to War 
Kalamazoo, MI  
  
Joseph W. Hess, President 
Greater Lansing Chapter, United Nations Association-
USA 
Lansing, MI 
 
Patricia Gillis, Executive Director 
Voices for Earth Justice 
Southfield, MI 
 
Gladys Schmitz 
Mankato Area Environmentalists 
Mankato, MN  
 
Judi Poulson 
Fairmont, Minnesota Peace Group 
Fairmont, MN  
 
Jan Conley 
Board President 
EAGLE 
Duluth, MN   
  
Barbara Jennings, CSJ, Director  
Midwest Coalition for Responsible Investment 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Monta Welch 
Director 
Columbia Climate Change Coalition 
Columbia, MO 
 
Buffalo Bruce 
Board Chair 
Western Nebraska Resources Council 
Chadron, NE  
  
Judy Treichel 
Executive Director 
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
Jo Anne Garrett 



Citizen Alert 
Baker, NV  
  
Scot Rutledge  
Executive Director  
Nevada Conservation League  
Las Vegas, NV  
  
Lionel Delevingne, Co-Director 
Clamshell-To The Village Square 
Portsmouth, NH  
 
Paula Gotsch 
GRAMMES - Grandmothers, Mothers and More for 
Energy Safety 
Normandy Beach, NJ  
  
Ralph Litwin, President 
Carpenter-Craftsmen, Inc. 
Morristown, NJ 
 
Elizabeth Mozer 
Stop Uranium Mining 
Montclair, NJ 
 
Irene Gibson 
Social Action Committee of the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Monmouth County 
Lincroft, NJ 
 
Don Hancock 
Southwest Research and Information Center 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Joni Arends, Executive Director 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Judy Bierbaum 
Maryknoll Affiliates 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Lee Cheney 
Citizens Nuclear Information Center 
Hobbs, NM 
 
Susan Tarman 
Amnesty International Group 122 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Greg Mello 
Los Alamos Study Group  
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Janet Greenwald 
Co-coordinator 

Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive Dumping 
Albuquerque, NM  
 
Lorraine Lee 
Rainshine Unlimited 
Tijeras, NM 
 
Alice Slater 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, New York 
New York, NY  
 
Tim Judson 
Central New York-Citizens Awareness Network 
Syracuse, NY 
 
Margo Frances 
Westchester-Citizens Awareness Network 
Yorktown Heights, NY 
 
Nancy E. Kasper 
Lakeshore Environmental Action 
North Rose, NY 
 
Judith Einach, Director 
Coalition on West Valley Nuclear Wastes 
Springville, NY 
  
Roxanne Warren, AIA 
Chair 
Vision42 
New York, NY  
 
Ken Gale 
Neighborhood Energy Network and Eco-Logic, 
WBAI-FM 
New York, NY 
 
Sherwood Martinelli 
Director 
FUSE USA 
Peekskill, NY 
  
Tina Guglielmo 
Renewable Energy Long Island (RELI) 
East Hampton, NY 
 
Joanie Fritz Zosike 
The Living Theatre 
New York, NY 
 
Thomas V. Connor 
Saint Peter Damian Fraternity 
Secular Franciscan Order 
New York 
 
Elaine Donovan, co-founder 



Concerned Citizens for Peace 
Honeoye, NY 
  
Jim Warren, Executive Director 
NC WARN 
North Carolina Waste Awareness & Reduction 
Network 
Durham, NC    
 
Kitty Boniske 
Western NC Chapter Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 
Arden NC 
 
Megan Scott 
President of the University of North Carolina at 
Asheville Feminist Collective 
Asheville, NC 
 
Avram Friedman, Executive Director 
The Canary Coalition 
Sylva, NC  
 
Don Richardson 
Transylvanians for Peace 
Brevard, NC 
 
Sandy Adair 
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League 
Boone, NC 
 
Beverly Ann D'Aquanni, Acting Chairperson 
Fearrington Village Chapter of NCWARN 
Pittsboro, NC  
  
Leah R. Karpen 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, 
Asheville Branch 
Asheville, NC 
 
E.M.T. O'Nan, Director 
Protect All Children's Environment 
Marion, NC 
 
Paul Gallimore, Director 
Long Branch Environmental Education Center             
Leicester, NC 
 
Wayne Turner 
Triangle Green Party of NC 
Raleigh, Durham, Chapel Hill, NC 
 
Ned Ryan Doyle 
Rational Earth Actions Learning Institute, Thank You 
(REALITY) 
Etowah, NC 

 
David Ellison 
West Side Green Party of Cuyahoga County 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Vina Colley 
PRESS and NNWJ 
Portsmouth, OH 
 
Chris Trepal, Executive Director 
Earth Day Coalition 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Charles K. Johnson 
Director, Center for Energy Research 
Portland, OR 
 
Nina Bell, J.D., Executive Director 
Northwest Environmental Advocates 
Portland, OR  
 
Barry Snitkin 
Social Justice Alliance 
Cave Junction, Or  
 
Paige Knight 
Hanford Watch 
Portland, OR 
 
Betsy Toll 
Executive Director 
Living Earth: Gatherings for Deep Change 
Portland, OR  
 
Leonard Hess 
Kiski-Conemaugh River Basin Alliance 
Stahlstown, PA 
 
Ernest Fuller 
Concerned Citizens for SNEC Safety 
Six Mile Run, PA 
 
Dr. Rosalie Bertell 
Regent 
International Physicians for Humanitarian Medicine 
Yardley, PA 
 
Katherine Dodge 
Northeast Pa. Audubon Society 
Honesdale, PA 
 
Justice Committee 
Sisters of the Holy Child Jesus American Province 
Drexel Hill, PA 
 
C. William and Judith W. Heald 



Doe Run Farm 
Spring Mills, PA  
 
Domenic Bucci 
President 
Rhode Island Solar Energy Association 
Providence, RI 
 
F. Taylor   
Hilton Head for Peace 
Hilton Head, SC 
 
Nathan Smith 
Wofford College Planeteer's 
Spartanburg, SC 
 
Brett Bursey, Director 
South Carolina Progressive Network 
Columbia, SC 
 
Gerald Rudolph 
Carolina Peace Resource Center 
Columbia, SC  
 
Susan Corbett 
Sierra Club, South Carolina Chapter 
Columbia, SC 
 
Charmaine White Face 
Coordinator 
Defenders of the Black Hills 
Rapid City, SD  
 
Ann Harris 
We the People, Inc 
Rockwood, TN 
 
Karen Hadden 
Executive Director 
Sustainable Energy and Economic Development 
(SEED) Coalition 
Austin, TX  
 
Elizabeth Cumberland                                                     
South Texas Opposes Pollution (STOP) 
Kingsville, TX 
 
Cyrus Reed, Director 
Texas Center for Policy Studies 
Austin, TX 
 
Sandra Lewis 
Goliad County Economic Development Office 
Goliad, TX  
 
Robin Sherwood 

Uranium Information at Goliad Group 
Fannin, TX  
 
Lara Cushing 
Southwest Workers Union 
San Antonio, TX  
 
Minelle Paloff 
The Paloff Farm 
Mount Pleasant, TX 
  
Teo Saenz 
Garcia Hill Families Opposed to Uranium Mining 
Kingsville, TX 
 
Committee for Environmental Justice Action 
San Antonio, TX  
  
Hondo Empowerment Committee 
Hondo, TX 
 
Youth Leadership Organization 
San Antonio, TX 
 
Sarah M. Fields 
Program Director 
Uranium Watch 
Moab, UT  
 
Louis Borgenicht, MD 
HEAL Utah 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Scott Sklar 
President 
The Stella Group, Ltd. 
Arlington, VA 
 
Elena Day 
People's Alliance for Clean Energy 
Charlottesville, VA 
 
Debra Stoleroff 
Vermont Yankee Decommissioning Alliance 
Montpelier, VT   
 
Chris Williams 
Vermont Citizens Action Network 
Hancock, VT  
 
Rick Hausman 
Clean Yield Asset Management 
Greensboro, VT  
 
Richard Fellows 
Director 



Media Island International 
Olympia, WA 
 
Marvin Young 
Southern Puget Sound Solar Energy Association 
Olympia, WA 
 
Greg Wingard, 
Executive Director 
Waste Action Project 
Seattle, WA 
 
Gerald Pollet, JD; 
Executive Director, 
Heart of America Northwest 
Seattle, WA  
 
Rebecca Em Campbell 
Greater Seattle Alliance for Democracy 
Seattle, WA 
 
Cathy A. Covington 
Visions for Our Future 
Nespelem, WA 
 
Michele "Shelly" Vendiola 
Community Alliance & Peacemaking Project 
Seattle, WA 
 
Stephen F. Ludwig 
Green Party of San Juan County 
Lopez Island, WA 
  
Charlie Higley 
Executive Director 
Citizens Utility Board of Wisconsin 
Madison, WI    
 
Christopher LaForge 
Great Northern Solar 
Port Wing, WI 
 
Kickapoo Peace Circle 
Viroqua, WI 
 
Guy Wolf 
DownRiver Alliance 
Stoddard, WI 
 
Viroqua Biodynamic Group 
Viroqua, WI 
 
Julie Enslow 
Peace Action Wisconsin 
Milwaukee, WI  
 

Rhonda J. Greenhaw Wood 
DwelLogic, Inc. 
Cedarburg, WI 
 
Judy Miner 
Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice 
Madison, WI 
 
Al Gedicks, Director 
Center for Alternative Mining Development Policy 
La Crosse, WI 
 
 
 
 


