RESOLUTION ON WEST VALLEY NUCLEAR WASTE SITE CLEANUP

Whereas the West Valley nuclear waste site (also known as the Western New York Nuclear Service Center & Demonstration Project) is located 30 miles south of Buffalo and contains large amounts of toxic and radioactive wastes, some of which will remain dangerous for thousands of centuries and; 

Whereas the site represents the nation’s sole venture into commercial reprocessing of irradiated nuclear fuel, and whereas this venture ended in 1976 when the private partner failed, leaving cleanup responsibility to government taxpayers, and 

Whereas contamination from this site has been found as far away as the Niagara River at Lake Ontario, and 
Whereas the Niagara River represents the drinking water supply source for Niagara County, and the Great Lakes represent a drinking water source for millions of people, and 

Whereas the Department of Energy has identified alternatives for the remediation of the West Valley site ranging from complete removal of all radioactive materials to taking no action, and  proposes a partial remediation while leaving buried waste onsite, including high level radioactive waste tanks, and 
Whereas the Department of Energy preference would postpone a final cleanup decision for up to 30 years, and 

Whereas independent joint economic and scientific analysis, funded by a New York State grant, was conducted by expert consultants and academics.
 And whereas these experts concluded that over time full clean up is approximately 30% less expensive than partial clean up and maintenance, not including any future leaks that would increase clean up costs exponentially, 
Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Niagara County Legislature supports the option of full cleanup of the West Valley nuclear waste site using standards that are at least as protective as current state radiation standards and toxic standards for unrestricted use.

Be it further resolved that copies of this resolution be sent to all state and federal elected officials representing Niagara, Erie and Cattaraugus counties, as well as the U.S. Department of Energy, and the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority.
� The Real Costs of Cleaning Up Nuclear Waste: A Full Cost Accounting of Cleanup Options for the West Valley Nuclear Waste Site,  conducted by Synapse Energy Economics, experts from Tufts University, SUNY Fredonia and Radioactive Waste Management Associates








