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The 
Energiewende 
did not start with Fukushima 

Looking at Germany – what is the country  
             doing? 
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Renewables are Germany’s single biggest power resource 
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Why is Germany undergoing the energy transition? 
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How? Feed-in Tariffs (FIT) – High investment 
certainty for renewable energy (first phase) 

1. Fixed payments for 20 years  
 (depending on technology and size) eliminate risks to 

investors and banks 
2. Guaranteed grid access 
 Rewarding renewable electricity production, not 

investment; open for all  citizens; not a government 
subsidy 

  - > This has provided market access for all renewables, 
giving them a fair share to enter the market and 
become competitive. 
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- > 1 out of 60 Germans is 
now an energy producer 
(“prosumers”) 
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Stakeholder 
Dialogue 

Central steering of the Energiewende 

In charge of the Energiewende 
 

Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy 

Federal and state coordination 
 

• Chancellor 
• Prime ministers of the Länder 

Monitoring report “Energy of the Future” 

Energy Grids 
Platform 

Energy Efficiency 
Platform 

Research and 
Innovation Platform 

Electricity Market 
Platform 

Buildings 
Platform 
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What are the main characteristics of the 
German energy transition? 

1. …there is an all-party agreement that climate 
change is real and needs to be addressed; 

2. …there is broad support to switch to a renewable 
energy economy (priority for RE, no nuclear power);  

3. …the energy policies are geared not towards large 
corporations, but SME and citizens which are driving 
the energy transition.  
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…yet some challenges remain (second phase): 
1. How to build new infrastructure in form of smart new power grids 

(north-south) and storage systems; 
2. How to coordinate the expansion of renewables while controlling 

the costs (from feed-in tariffs to auctions); 
3. How to coordinate renewable power production and distributive 

generation with the rest of the power system, particularly fossil 
fuels; 

4. How to continue limiting national CO2 emissions effectively (coal); 
5. How to think beyond just electricity (energy efficiency, 

transportation, heating); 
6. How to coordinate the Energiewende with European neighbors 

and into the Energy Union. 
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Thank you! 

@EnergiewendeGER 
www.energytransition.de 
Rebecca.Bertram@us.boell.org 



The Green Political Foundation 
 
 
 

25 

• Climate: A reduction in EU greenhouse gas emissions of 
at least 40% below 1990 levels 

• Renewables: 27% of EU energy consumption to come 
from renewable resources 

• Efficiency: No target yet 
 
  
 

EU Energy Policy: 2030 Goals 

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/eu/package_en.htm


The Green Political Foundation 
 
 
 

26 

• Climate: A reduction in EU greenhouse gas emissions of 
at least 20% below 1990 levels (e.g. Germany minus 40%) 

• Renewables: 20% of EU energy consumption to come 
from renewable resources (e.g. Germany 18%) 

• Efficiency: A 20% reduction in primary energy use 
compared with projected levels   

 
Principle: effort sharing                          
 

EU Energy Policy: 20-20-20  

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/eu/package_en.htm
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