
 
 
Consumers Power Company’s and NRC’s assurances to the court, under oath and penalty of perjury, that the 
casks could be safely unloaded misled the judge into denying an injunction against cask loading sought by 
petitioners Don’t Waste Michigan, Lake Michigan Federation, and State of Michigan Attorney General Frank Kelley. 
However, the 4th cask to be loaded at Palisades, in June 1994, was found by the company two months later to have 
welding defects. Consumers first announced it would unload the defective cask, then later back pedaled when it 
discovered serious technical and safety obstacles to unloading the cask. Despite this, NRC allowed Palisades to 
load 9 additional casks in rapid succession, just 150 yards from the Lake Michigan shoreline. As of July, 2006 the 
defective cask has still not been unloaded, despite the passage of more than 12 years; in addition, a grand total of 
29 dry storage casks have now been loaded at Palisades. 


















