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April 28, 2005
Dear Honorable Senators and Representatives:

Our local, state and national organizations continue to strongly oppose the proposed hill by the
New York State Energy Research & Development Authority (NY SERDA) regarding the West
Valley nuclear waste site. We respectfully request your consideration of our legidative critique,
aswell as alternative options.



Local, state and federal agencies and government officials, impacted communities and concerned
community, religious and environmental organizations all seek a solution to the West Valley
contamination problem. Options that could provide a much better process to achieve essential
remediation at the site include the following.

e Legal action to ensure full implementation of the 1980 West Valley Demonstration
Project Act, 1987 Stipulation Agreement and all federal and state environmental laws,
including RCRA. We are conducting legal research with experts on various issues and
will provide an update on the viability of this option in the future.

e Address along-neglected aspect of the remedial process by conducting an exhumation
study of West Valley and afull-cost accounting evaluation of exhumation versus
monitoring/remedia maintenance of eroding buried waste. We have enclosed a
memorandum on this recommendation. Our organizations are extremely concerned that
the agencies are moving towards making final site closure decisions to leave the buried
waste at the site, yet they are not seriously pursuing consideration of exhumation of all
the long-lasting nuclear waste buried throughout the leaking site or done a full-cost
accounting in their Draft Environmental Impact Statement which has been on hold since
1996.

Highly radioactive waste at the site will be extremely hazardous for over ten thousand years, but
the waste is buried in glacial till which can erode into the Great Lakes Basin Areain hundreds of
years. Freeze-thaw cycles promote cracking and erosion at the burial site. Which remedial option
would best prevent harm and protect drinking water suppliesin this critically important Great

L akes watershed—buried waste sites or precautionary exhumation of the wastes? Neither the
impacted communities nor government can answer this question without an investigation and
cost comparison analysis. Full-cost accounting will provide a meaningful comparison of
remedial options at the site—allowing the impacted communities, local, state and federal
government and interested organizations to make an informed decision. We would welcome your
comments on the alternatives outlined above and consideration of support.

We urge you to oppose the NY SERDA legidlative proposal. We hope we can work together on
the aternatives outlined above to seek adequate federal funding for complete remediation of the
West Valley nuclear waste site. Thank you for your attention on this important issue. We look
forward to hearing your opinions on these issues.

Sincerely,

Anne Rabe Diane D’ Arrigo

BE SAFE Nuclear Information & Resource Service
Center for Health, Environment & Justice 1424 16th Street NW, #404

1265 Maple Hill Rd Washington, DC 20036

Castleton, NY 12033 202-328-0002 X 16

518-732-4538 dianed@nirs.org

annerabe@msn.com



mailto:annerabe@msn.com
mailto:dianed@nirs.org

E. Seth Wochensky

Coalition on West Valley Nuclear Wastes
PO Box 603

Springville, NY 14141

716-592-0151
esw@highwayendfilms.com

Michael Schade, Western New Y ork
Director

Citizens Environmental Coalition
543 Franklin St.

Buffalo, NY 14202

716-885-6848
cecmike@choiceonemail.com

John C. Stonefield, Acting President
BarbaraL Mietlowski, Treasurer
Cheektowaga Citizens Coalition
Cheektowaga, NY

Deb Katz, Executive Director
Tim Judson, Organizer
Citizens Awareness Network
Syracuse, NY

Cynthia A. Wilson, President
Citizens For A Clean Environment, Inc.
Cobleskill, NY

Sarah Anker

Community Health and Environment
Coalition

Mt. Sinai, NY

Maureen Sheahan, President
Concerned Citizens of Cattaraugus County
Olean, NY

Judy Braiman
Empire State Consumers Association
Rochester, NY

Ralph Krieger. President

F.A.C.T.S. (For A Clean Tonawanda Site),
Inc.

Alden, NY

Linda Ochs
Finger Lakes Citizens for the Environment
Waterloo, NY

Reg Gilbert, Senior Coordinator

Rachel Heckl, Clean Production Task Force
Coordinator

Great Lakes United

Buffalo, NY

Debra Hall-Founder
Hopewell Junction Citizens for Clean Water
Hopewell Junction, NY

Mary Jeffords, President
Injured Workers of New Y ork, Inc.
Sanborn, NY

Ramona Miller
Kandid Coalition
Rochester, NY

Christine Shahin, Director
Kids Against Pollution
Utica, NY

Susan Peterson Gateley

Lake Shore Stewardship Committee
L akeshore Environmental Action
Wolcott, NY

Nicole Kelly, Licensed Master Social
Worker

The Learning Disabilities Association of
WNY

Kenmore, NY

Heather Loukmas, Executive Director
Learning Disabilities Association of New
York State

Latham, NY

Jay Burney, Director
Learning Sustainability Campaign
Buffalo, NY


mailto:esw@highwayendfilms.com
mailto:cecmike@choiceonemail.com

Jason Babbie, Environmental Policy Analyst
New Y ork Public Interest Research Group
Buffalo, NY

Rev. John R. Long, Chairperson
Department of Church and Society
Presbytery of Western New Y ork
Buffalo, NY

Gladys Gifford

Eco-Justice Task Force
Presbytery of Western New Y ork
Buffalo, NY

Vincent Agnello, President
Residents for Responsible Government, Inc.
Y oungstown NY

Timothy Henderson

R.O.L.E. (Residents Organized for
L ewiston-Porter's Environment)
Lewiston, NY

Elinor Weiss
Social Action Committee of Temple Sinai
East Amherst, NY

CC: Governor George Pataki
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer

Senate Mgjority Leader Joseph Bruno

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver

Assembly Mgjority Leader Paul Tokasz

Judith Anderson, Community Health
Coordinator

Toxic Waste / Lupus Coadlition
Buffalo, NY

John Furman, President
Utica/Central New Y ork Citizensin Action
Utica, NY

Roger Cook, Executive Director
Western New Y ork Council on
Occupational Safety and Health
Buffalo, NY

VictoriaMcLauglin-Diaz
West Side Community Asthma Project
Buffalo, NY

Colin Eager, Executive Director
WNY Peace Center
Buffalo, NY

Julie Broyles
Zoar Valley Nature Society
Gowanda, NY

Senate Energy Committee Chair James Wright

Assembly Energy Committee Chair Paul Tonko

Senate Environmental Conservation Committee Chair Carl Marcellino

Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee Chair Thomas DiNapoli
Assembly Legislative Commission on Toxic Substances and Hazardous Wastes Chair

David Koon

Senator Byron Brown

Senator George Maziarz

Senator Mary Lou Rath

Senator William T. Stachowski
Senator Dale Volker
Assemblymember Daniel Burling

Assemblymember Francine DelMonte



Assemblymember Jm Hayes
Assemblymember Sam Hoyt
Assemblymember Crystal Peoples
Assemblymember Jack Quinn
Assemblymember Mark J. Schroeder
Assemblymember Robin Schimminger
Assemblymember Sandra Lee Wirth
Assemblymember Catharine M. Y oung
NY SERDA

West Valley Citizens Task Force






