
December 22, 2013 
 
Gentlemen, 
 
Although we greatly respect your work on climate and lending it a much higher profile in 
public dialogue than would otherwise be the case, we read your letter of November 3, 2013 
urging the environmental community to support nuclear power as a solution to climate 
change with concern.  We respectfully disagree with your analysis that nuclear power can 
safely and affordably mitigate climate change.  
 
Nuclear power is not a financially viable option. Since its inception it has required taxpayer 
subsidies and publically financed indemnity against accidents.  New construction requires 
billions in public subsidies to attract private capital and, once under construction, severe 
cost overruns are all but inevitable.  As for operational safety, the history of nuclear power 
plants in the US is fraught with near misses, as documented by the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, and creates another financial and safety quagmire – high-level nuclear waste.  
Internationally, we’ve experienced two catastrophic accidents for a technology deemed to 
be virtually ‘failsafe’.  
 
As for “advanced” nuclear designs endorsed in your letter, they have been tried and failed 
or are mere blueprints without realistic hope, in the near term, if ever, to be 
commercialized.  The promise and potential impact you lend breeder reactor technology in 
your letter is misplaced.   Globally, $100 billion over sixty years have been squandered to 
bring the technology to commercialization without success.  The liquid sodium-based 
cooling system is highly dangerous as proven in Japan and the US.  And the technology has 
proven to be highly unreliable.   
 
Equally detrimental in cost and environmental impact is reprocessing of nuclear waste.  In 
France, the poster child for nuclear energy, reprocessing only recovers 1% of the waste, 
annually generates large volumes of radioactive liquid waste that is dumped into the 
English Channel, and has significantly increased electric costs to consumers.  Not to 
mention the well-recognized proliferation risks of adopting a plutonium-based energy 
system.  
 
We disagree with your assessment of renewable power and energy efficiency.  They can 
and are being brought to scale globally.  Moreover, they can be deployed much more 
quickly than nuclear power.  For instance, in the US from 2002 to 2012 over 50,000 
megawatts of wind were deployed.  Not one megawatt of power from new nuclear reactors 
was deployed, despite subsidies estimated to be worth more than the value of the power 
new reactors would have produced.  Similarly, it took 40 years globally to deploy 50,000 
megawatts of solar PV and, recently, only 2 ½ years to deploy an equal amount.  By some 
estimates, another 100,000 MW will be built by the end of 2015.  Already, renewables and 
distributed power have overtaken nuclear power in terms of megawatt hour generation 
worldwide.  
 



The fact of the matter is, many Wall Street analysts predict that solar PV and wind will have 
reached grid parity by the end of the decade.  Wind in certain parts of the Midwest is 
already cheaper than natural gas on the wholesale level.  Energy efficiency continues to 
outperform all technologies on a cost basis.  While the cost of these technologies continues 
to decline and enjoy further technological advancement, the cost of nuclear power 
continues to increase and construction timeframes remain excessive.   And we emphasize 
again that no technological breakthrough to reduce its costs or enhance its operation will 
occur in the foreseeable future.  
 
Moreover, due to the glacial pace of deployment, the absence of any possibility of strategic 
technological breakthroughs, and the necessity, as you correctly say, of mitigating climate 
risks in the near term, nuclear technology is ill-suited to provide any real impact on 
greenhouse gas emissions in that timeframe.  On the contrary, the technologies perfectly 
positioned now, due to their cost and level of commercialization, to attain decisive 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions in the near term are renewable, energy efficiency, 
distributed power, demand response, and storage technologies. 
 
Instead of embracing nuclear power, we request that you join us in supporting an electric 
grid dominated by energy efficiency, renewable, distributed power and storage 
technologies.  We ask you to join us in supporting the phase-out of nuclear power as 
Germany and other countries are pursuing.   
 
It is simply not feasible for nuclear power to be a part of a sustainable, safe and affordable 
future for humankind.  
 
We would be pleased to meet with you directly to further discuss these issues, to bring the 
relevant research on renewable energy and grid integration to a dialog with you.  Again, we 
thank you for your service and contribution to our country’s understanding about climate 
change. 
 
The energy choices we make going forward must also take into account the financial, air 
and water impacts and public health and safety.  There are alternatives to fossil fuels and 
nuclear power and we welcome a chance to a dialog and debate with each of you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Mariotte 
Executive Director 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service 
Takoma Park, MD 
 
Pam Solo 
President and CEO 
Civil Society Institute 
Cambridge, MA 
 



 
Carl Wassilie 
Yupiaq Biologist 
Alaska's Big Village Network 
Anchorage, AK 
  
Stephen Brittle 
Don’t Waste Arizona 
Phoenix, AZ 
  
Linda Seeley 
Spokesperson 
San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
Carolyn Scarr 
Program Coordinator 
Ecumenical Peace Institute/CALC 
Berkeley, CA 
 
David Hartsough 
Executive Director 
Peaceworkers  
San Francisco, CA  
 
Michael Welch 
Redwood Alliance 
Arcata, CA  
 
Gene Stone 
Residents Organized For a Safe Environment (ROSE) 
San Clemente, CA 
  
Michael Saftler 
President 
Advocacy Coalition of Telluride 
Telluride, CO 
 
Dan Randolph 
Executive Director 
San Juan Citizens Alliance 
Durango, CO  
 
Lee Grimes Evans 
Chair 
CT Sierra Club's Nuclear-Free Committee 



New Canaan, CT 
 
Alan Muller 
Executive Director 
Green Delaware 
Port Penn, DE  
 
Glenn Carroll 
Nuclear Watch South 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Dan Kelly 
Kulike Farm 
Hakalau, HI  
 
Liz Woodruff 
Executive Director 
Snake River Alliance 
Boise, ID 
 
David A. Kraft 
Director 
Nuclear Energy Information Service 
Chicago, IL  
 
Linda Lewison 
Core Team Sierra Club Nuclear Free Campaign 
Board Member 
Citizens Advocating to Protect Our Water 
CAPOW 
Chicago IL 
 
Carolyn Treadway 
No New Nukes 
Normal, IL 
 
Maureen K. Headington 
President 
Stand Up/Save Lives Campaign 
Burr Ridge, IL  
 
Stanley Campbell 
Sinnissippi Alliance for the Environment 
Rockford, IL  
 
John Blair 



Valley Watch 
Evansville, IN 
 
Diane Turco 
Cape Downwinders 
Cape Cod, MA 
  
Hattie Nestel 
Coordinator  
Nuclear Free Future Coalition of Western Massachusetts 
 
Ken Bossong 
Executive Director 
SUN DAY Campaign 
Takoma Park, MD  
 
Albert Nunez 
Capital Sun Group, Ltd. 
Cabin John, MD  
 
Patricia T. Birnie 
Chair 
GE Stockholders' Alliance 
Sandy Spring, MD  
 
Bruce K. Gagnon 
Coordinator 
Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space 
Brunswick, ME 
  
Eric Justian 
Executive Director 
West Michigan Jobs Group 
Muskegon, MI 
 
Michael J. Keegan  
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes 
Monroe, MI  
  
Alice Hirt 
Don't Waste Michigan 
Holland, MI  
 
Lea Foushee 
Environmental Justice Director 
North American Water Office 



Lake Elmo, MN 
 
Kristen Eide-Tollefson and  
Sigurd Anderson  
CURE - Communities United for Responsible Energy 
Frontenac, MN 
 
Mark Haim 
Chair 
Missourians for Safe Energy 
Columbia, MO 
 
Buffalo Bruce 
Staff Ecologist 
Western Nebraska Resources Council 
Chadron, NE 
 
Greg Mello 
Los Alamos Study Group 
Albuquerque, NM  
 
Janet Greenwald 
Co-coordinator 
Citizens for Alternatives to Radioactive Dumping 
Albuquerque, NM  
 
Jessica Azulay 
Alliance for a Green Economy 
Syracuse, NY 
 
Alice Slater 
Shut Down Indian Point Now  
New York, NY 
 
Dr. Don Richardson 
Western North Carolina Physicians For Social Responsibility 
Brevard, NC 
 
Mali Lightfoot 
Executive Director 
The Helen Caldicott Foundation 
Asheville, NC 
 
Harvey Wasserman 
Editor 
www.nukefree.org 



Columbus, OH 
 
Chris Borello  
President 
Concerned Citizens of Lake Twp./ Uniontown IEL Superfund Site, Ohio 
Canton, OH 
 
Vanessa Pesec 
President 
NEOGAP (Network for Oil and Gas Accountability and Protection) 
Concord Township, OH  
 
Nina Bell, J.D. 
Executive Director 
Northwest Environmental Advocates 
Portland, OR  
 
Lloyd K. Marbet 
Executive Director 
Oregon Conservancy Foundation 
Boring, OR  
 
Lynn Sims 
Don't Waste Oregon 
Portland, OR 
 
Maya K. van Rossum 
The Delaware Riverkeeper 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network  
Bristol, PA  
 
Ernest Fuller 
Concerned Citizens for SNEC Safety 
Six Mile Run, PA 
  
Wm. Wharton Smith III 
President 
U.S.A. Nica Windpower, Inc. 
Jamestown, RI  
 
Charmaine White Face 
Coordinator  
Defenders of the Black Hills  
Rapid City, SD  
 
Lilias Jarding 



Clean Water Alliance 
Rapid City, SD 
 
Debra White Plume 
Owe Aku, Bring Back the Way 
Manderson, SD 
 
Thomas K Cook 
Field Director 
American Indian Youth Running Strong 
Pine Ridge, SD  
 
Karen Hadden 
Executive Director 
Sustainable Energy & Economic Development (SEED) Coalition  
Austin, TX  
 
Scott Sklar 
Executive Director  
Center for Small Business and the Environment  
Arlington, VA 
 
Katie Nekola 
General Counsel 
Clean Wisconsin 
Madison, WI  
 
Al Gedicks 
Executive Secretary 
Wisconsin Resources Protection Council 
Tomahawk, WI 
 
John LaForge 
Co-Director 
Nukewatch/The Progressive Foundation 
Madison, WI 
 
Patricia J.  Popple 
Frac Sand Sentinel 
Concerned Chippewa Citizens 
Chippewa Falls, WI 
 
International 
Angela Bischoff 
Greenspiration 
Toronto, Ontario 



Canada 
 
Joan Russow PhD 
Coordinator  
Global Compliance Research Project  
Victoria, Canada 
 
Caroline Usikpedo-Omoniye 
Niger Delta Women's Movement for Peace & Development.  
Niger Delta Women Resource Center Building 
Ughelli, Delta State, Nigeria 
 
Alexey Yablokov 
Program of Nuclear and Radiation Safety 
International Social Ecological Union 
Moscow, Russia 
 
Pep Puig i Boix  
Group of Scientists and Technicians for a Non-Nuclear Future 
Barcelona, Catalonia 
Spain 
 


