
March 13, 2001 
 
Hon. Colin Powell 
Secretary of State 
United States Department of State 
 
We are writing to encourage the Department of State to take a leading role in ensuring that 
nuclear power is rejected as a “sustainable technology” in the upcoming talks of the United 
Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD 9) in February and April. While CSD 
handles many sustainability issues, this year’s talks will focus on sustainable energy 
technologies. Since the mandate of CSD is sustainable development, we feel that the 
Commission should discuss only truly sustainable energy technologies, and that the final 
recommendations of CSD 9 should reflect the fact that nuclear energy is non-sustainable. 
  
The Brundtland Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development defines 
sustainable development as follows: “Humanity has the ability to make development sustainable 
- to ensure that it meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs.” (WCED 1987) While every energy technology has some 
environmental ramification, nuclear power is particularly non-sustainable, even by this very 
broad and non-specific definition. Rather than use sustainability principles to promote 
technology and capital intensive, exclusive projects through the United Nations, CSD should 
ensure that they support economic development which benefits a broad base, especially small 
business. Nuclear technology compromises the ability of future generations to meet their needs 
for numerous reasons, among them: 
 
Cost and scarcity of uranium 
Nuclear power’s fuel—uranium—is not sustainable. The more reactors that are in operation, the 
more uranium used. As is the case with other polluting fuels, such as oil and coal, the more 
uranium used, the less remains and the more expensive it becomes to obtain; eventually it runs 
out. The large amount of money invested in nuclear energy technology would be wasted because 
of the inevitable and not-so-distant exhaustion of its uranium fuel source. Reprocessing of 
atomic fuel has been rejected by the U.S. on both economic and proliferation grounds. Solar, 
wind and energy-efficiency investments would not waste money on fuel that will inevitably 
disappear. Instead, the more money invested in these technologies, the cheaper they become.  
 
Proliferation concerns 
Each year every 1000-megawatt reactor produces 40 bombs worth of plutonium, adding to the 
threat of nuclear proliferation. This is a critical concern given many countries’ close links 
between the military and civil nuclear fuel cycle. We do not understand how a technology whose 
radioactive waste could be used to build a weapon of unthinkable destruction could be 
considered sustainable under any definition. Nuclear proliferation is destabilizing and threatens 
our national security. 
 
Cross-boundary issues and radiation contamination 
When one country chooses a nuclear reactor, it chooses it for the countries around it as well. 
Radioactive contamination from the Chernobyl nuclear power reactor explosion reached as far as 



California. Contamination also traveled over most of Europe, resulting in food restrictions and 
the wasteful slaughter of animals. 
 
It doesn’t take an accident to spread radioactive pollution. As a matter of normal operation, 
reactors release radioactive substances to the air and water. Many human population studies 
demonstrate that additional, low, constant levels of radiation can cause cancer and genetic 
mutations in this and future generations. Subjects of these studies, often nuclear facility workers 
and communities, suffer higher rates of diseases than non-nuclear communities, even with 
apparent normal operation of these facilities. 
 
The operation of nuclear power reactors currently is causing civil and national unrest between 
non-nuclear Austria and its nuclear neighbors, such as Czech Republic and Slovakia. The 
Austrian government and NGOs are rightly concerned that a nuclear accident outside Austria 
could pollute their country.  A push for nuclear power in other countries in Africa or Asia for 
instance, may provoke hostilities in fragile political and economic systems already fraught with 
tension.  This situation could draw the world into unnecessary conflict.  
 
The nuclear industry argues that defining sustainability is a sovereign issue. But with nuclear 
power, everyone’s sovereignty is at risk and the potential for national conflict increases.  
 
Waste isolation 
Nuclear power creates atomic waste. This radioactive waste cannot be isolated from the 
environment for its entire hazardous life (from thousands to millions of years). Consequently, 
and rightly so, no community (domestic or international) is willing to sacrifice itself for a waste 
dump—nor should they have to. Hence we are left with an intractable radioactive waste problem 
that gets larger the longer reactors operate.  
 
Nuclear power not only compromises the ability of future generations to meet their needs, it does 
not even “meet the needs of the present” for the following reasons: 
 
Enforcement of nuclear regulations  
Effectively and responsibly enforcing regulation of nuclear power is costly and meets with 
limited success even in countries able to pay for it. Atomic power regulation and enforcement 
continues to be a controversial issue in terms of public safety margins versus corporate profit 
margins in a deregulating electricity market. The fact is, nuclear power cannot exist without 
heavy and continued subsidies from tax and ratepayers. It cannot survive on its own in a free 
market economy and must rely on subsidy to guarantee its existence. Meanwhile, the money 
invested in sustaining a profit for nuclear power generators could be invested in other societal 
needs; yet another reason why nuclear power could compromise the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs while not giving the current generation what it needs: clean power that 
can eventually support itself without constant, exorbitant subsidies.  
 
Generation costs and deregulation bail-outs  
Nuclear power is the most expensive of all conventional energy sources and more expensive than 
almost all renewable energy. As proof of nuclear power’s economic failure, no successful 
nuclear power reactor order has been placed in the U.S. since 1973. Ratepayers in the United 



States are bailing out nuclear reactors to the approximate tune of $200 billion dollars in the face 
of a deregulated market. Nuclear energy costs an average of 12 cents/kWh compared with 7.6-
9.1 cents/kWh for solar thermal and 4-6 cents/kWh for wind. According to the Renewable 
Energy Policy Project, U.S. government subsidies have been highest for the nuclear power 
industry. It has received the majority (96.3%) of $150 billion in investments since 1947 when 
compared with wind and solar; that’s $145 billion for nuclear reactors and $5 billion for wind 
and solar combined. Nuclear subsidies have cost the average household a total amount of $1,411 
[1998 dollars] compared to $11 for wind. 
 
Nuclear power is implicated in the deregulation boondoggle and rolling blackouts in California. 
Two California utilities on the verge of bankruptcy operate four large reactors in the state. 
Additionally, they are part-owners of three units outside the state. Under the 1996 deregulation 
agreement, these utilities can receive 28.5 billion dollars in stranded cost recovery. The largest 
part of this will most likely support their nuclear reactors which they felt could not survive in a 
deregulated market. The money that has been paid to the utilities so far was invested in a 
questionable fashion. Recently FERC ruled that this money is untouchable by the utilities’ 
creditors.  
 
Nuclear power, because of its failed and dangerous track record also faces deserved public and 
government opposition. Countries including Greece, Sweden, Austria, Nauru, and Ireland, 
conclude that nuclear power is not sustainable. Some nuclear countries, such as Germany, have 
begun nuclear phase-out programs, while some non-nuclear countries, such as Turkey, recently 
have decided they are better off not joining the nuclear club. 
 
Nuclear Power and Kyoto 
Other countries have also expressed dislike of nuclear power in international fora. Both the 
Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) and 12 Central and South American countries opposed 
giving nuclear power clean air credits under the Kyoto Protocol saying “…it is simple 
colonialism to push nuclear power onto developing countries, leaving them with all the burdens 
that come with it…” and “…nuclear power” does not match “the environmental integrity 
principles that guide this group…” 
 
Additionally, Klaus Toepfer, the director of the United Nations Environment Programme is 
"utterly convinced that [nuclear energy] should not be included in any type of [global warming 
agreement]." 
 
Finally, international banking institutions such as the World Bank and IMF do not officially 
subsidize nuclear projects. 
 
Even though the Kyoto COP 6 talks concluded without a written and signed agreement, all 
countries—including the United States--with the exception of India, China and Japan agreed to 
language that would exclude nuclear power from receiving credit for reducing greenhouse gases 
through the Protocol. 
 
CSD 9 should emphasize truly sustainable energy 



Nuclear power does not contribute to the economic development of industrializing nations—
indeed it is a drain on their resources while posing a risk of spillover from civilian to military 
use. In common with many heads of Government, citizens, and national delegations, we want to 
emphasize the reasons (radioactive pollution, lack of radioactive waste storage and nuclear 
weapons proliferation, among others) why nuclear power should never be considered 
sustainable. We expect any documents from the CSD 9 meetings to reflect this reality.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Mariotte 
Nuclear Information and Resource Service 
Washington, DC 
 
Jon Sohn  
Friends of the Earth-US 
Washington, DC 
 
Anna Aurilio 
U.S. Public Interest Research Group 
Washington, DC 
 
James Riccio 
Public Citizen's Critical Mass Energy & 
Environment Program 
Washington, DC 
 
Sally Light 
Executive Director 
Nevada Desert Experience 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
Joanne Hameister 
Coalition on West Valley Nuclear Wastes 
Buffalo, NY 
 
UC/SEA     
Harry Jaquess-Chair 
P.O. Box # 393 
Cookeville, TN 38503 
 
Judy Treichel 
Executive Director. 
Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
Pamela Meidell  

Director 
The Atomic Mirror 
P.O. Box 220 
Port Hueneme, CA 93044 
 
Bill  Smirnow 
Nuclear Free New York 
168 Maple Hill Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 
 
Lon Ball 
Friends of the White Salmon 
Trout Lake, WA 
 
George Crocker, Executive Director 
North American Water Office 
P O Box 174 
Lake Elmo MN 55042 
 
Bruce A Drew, Steering Committee 
Prairie Island Coalition 
4425 Abbott Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55410-1444 
 
Mitzi and Peter Bowman, Coordinators 
Don't Waste Connecticut 
97 Longhill Terrace 
New Haven, CT 06515  
 
Lynn Sims 
Don't Waste Oregon 
Portland, OR 
 
Dave Channon 
Catskill Heritage Alliance 
Shandaken, NY 12480 
 



Chris Williams 
Executive Director 
Citizens Action Coalition of Indiana  
5420 N. College Ave., Suite 100 
Indianapolis, IN 46220 
 
Melva Smith 
The Ei MCS Support Group of Louisville 
Louisville, KY 
 
Debby Katz 
Citizens Awareness Network 
Shelburne Falls, MA 
 
Dave Rapaport 
Executive Director 
Vermont Public Interest Research Group 
141 Main Street, Suite 6 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
 
Scott Portzline 
Three Mile Island Alert  
Security Committee Chairman 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
Alice Slater 
Global Resource Action Center for the 
Environment (GRACE) 
15 East 26th Street, Room 915 
New York, NY 10010 
 
Malaika Edwards 
Executive Director 
Youth for Environmental Sanity 
420 Bronco Rd 
Soquel, CA 95073 
 
David A. Kraft 
Director 
NEIS 
P.O. Box 1637 
Evanston, IL  60204-1637 
 
Ariela Ronay 
Students for Social Action 
La Jolla, CA 

 
David N. Pyles 
New England Coalition on Nuclear Pollution 
Brattleboro, VT 
 
Daniel F. Geary 
Nevada Representative 
The National Environmental Trust 
8971 Crooked Court 
Las Vegas, Nevada  89123 
 
Paul Horton, Co-Director 
Climate Solutions 
Olympia, WA 
 
E.M.T. O'Nan 
Director 
Protect All Children's Environment 
396 Sugar Cove Road 
Marion, NC 28752 
 
Francis Macy 
Center for Safe Energy 
Earth Island Institute 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Shawna Rice 
Students for a Sustainable Earth 
Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo, MI. 
 
Jennifer Olaranna Viereck 
Director 
HOME: Healing Ourselves & Mother Earth 
Tecopa CA 
 
Andrea Ayres 
Northland Greens 
Northland College 
Ashland, WI 54806 
 
Patricia Birnie, Chair 
GE Stockholders' Alliance 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Betty Schroeder, Chair 



Arizona Safe Energy Coalition 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Barbara Jacobs  
WESCAN 
Cortlandt Manor, NY 
 
Amy Odean 
Coalition of Concerned Citizens 
Spencer, WV 
 
Beth Burrows 
Director 
The Edmonds Institute 
20319-92nd Avenue West 
Edmonds, WA 98020 
 
Ellen Thomas 
Proposition One Committee 
P.O. Box 27217 
Washington, DC 20038 
 
Joy MacNulty 
Nuclear Opponents 
POB 266 
Paonia, CO  81428 
 
Energy People 
Faith Young 
1004 Tilman Dixon Blvd. 
Dixon Springs, TN 37057-4031 
 
Michael Noble, Executive Director 
Minnesotans for an Energy-Efficient 
Economy 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Susi Snyder 
Shundahai Network 
Pahrump, NV 
 
Alan Muller 
Executive Director 
Green Delaware 
Box 69 
Port Penn, DE 19731 

 
Bea Covington 
Executive Director 
Missouri Coalition for the Environment 
6267 Delmar #2-E 
St.Louis, MO 63130 
 
Mary Jane Else, Scott McGinley, Stephen 
Siegel, 
Patricia Benjamin, Stephen Swingle 
Hadley Greens 
Hadley, MA 01035 
 
Ashley Collins 
Environmental Program Associate 
Citizen Action/Illinois 
28 E. Jackson, Suite 605 
Chicago, IL 60604 
 
Judith Johnsrud, PhD 
Director 
Environmental Coalition on Nuclear Power 
State College, PA  
 
L.J. Glicenstein, PhD, 
Corresponding Secretary 
Central Pennsylvania Citizens for Survival 
State College, PA 
 
Students for Ecological and Environmental 
Development 
Northwestern University 
Norris University Center 3M 
1999 S. Campus Dr. 
Evanston, IL 60201 
 
Gary Karch 
Positives for Peace and Environmental Justice 
703-E North Front St. 
Niles, MI 49120 
 
Michael J. Keegan 
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes 
P.O. Box 331 
Monroe, MI  48161 
 



Corrine Carey 
Don't Waste Michigan 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 
 
Keith Gunter 
Citizens' Resistance at Fermi Two 
P.O. Box 463 
Monroe, MI  48161 
 
Paige Knight, President 
Hanford Watch 
Portland, OR 
 
Dave Staiger, Organizer 
Michigan National Lawyers Guild 
916 Ford Building 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
Susan Zingle 
Lake County Conservation Alliance  
POB 405  
Grayslake, IL  60030  
 
Michael Welch, office coordinator 
Redwood Alliance & REEI 
PO Box 293 
Arcata, CA 95518 
 
Lauren Umek 
Environmental Concerns Organization 
Chicago, IL 
 
Chuck Johnson 
Center for Energy Research 
Portland, OR 
 
David Levner, Treasurer 
Central Queens Greens 
63-36 98th Place #5J 
Rego Park, NY 11374 
 
Bob Darby 
Food Not Bombs/Atlanta 
770 Ormewood Ave SE 
Atlanta, GA  30312 

 
Glenn Carroll 
Coordinator 
GANE - Georgians Against Nuclear Energy 
Atlanta, GA 
 
National Lawyers Guild 
Detroit Chapter 
916 Ford Building 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
Michigan National Lawyers Guild 
615 Griswold, Ste 916 
Detroit, MI 48226 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Art Hanson 
1815 Briarwood Dr. 
Lansing, MI 48917 
 
Fred Lavy 
524 East Wolfe St. 
Harrisonburg, VA  22802 
 
Paul and Judy Wilcox 
Auburn, CA 
 
Louise C.Baker 
3895 Boston Ave. 
Akron, OH 44319 
 
Tom Camara 
Mill Valley, CA   94941 
 
Marilyn Nelson 
2701 Corabel Lane  #98 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
 
Janet Shaffer 
106 Rainsburg Mtn. Rd. 
Bedford, PA 15522 
 
Amy Hadden Marsh 
POB 1916 
Glenwood Springs, CO 
 



Suzy Kane 
Bedford Hills NY 10507. 
 
Evelyn Dunphy 
596 Foster Point Road 
West Bath, ME 04530 
 
Karen Charman 
Dave Channon 
Shandaken, NY 
 
Juanita M. Keesing 
Silver Spring, MD 
 
Amanda Fisher 
5 Lexington Road 
Northborough, MA 01532 
 
John Serop Simonian 
9759 El Arco Dr. 
Whittier, CA 90603-1303 
 
Geoffrey H. Fettus 
Attorney for Eastern Navajo Dine Against 
Uranium Mining and 
Southwest Research and Information Center 
109 Calle la Pena 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Crispin B. Hollinshead 
3466 Aveley Place 
San Diego, CA 92111 
 
Michael Zeoli 
Austin, TX 78741 
 
Dan Behrens 
100 Delaware Trail 
Lakewood, NJ 08701 
 
James "Guin" McGuinness 
NucNews 
PO Box 27217 
Washington, DC 20038 
 
Piotr Bein, Iwona Bein 

Vancouver, Canada 
 
Mark Crispin Miller 
New York University 
NY, NY 
 
Ryan Hurley 
11100 Buckwood Lane 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
Nancy Hey 
Hyattsville, MD 
 
Vicky Simonian 
Whittier, CA 90603 
 
Laurie Koteen 
UC Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Karen Rosen 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
Berkeley, CA  94720 
 
Maite Diez 
Hull, MA 02045 
 
Cynthia T. Fowler, PhD 
Charleston, SC 
 
Lila Braine 
New York, NY 10023 
 
Ann Finkelstein 
Swarthmore, PA 
 
Neal Austin 
3194 Burlington Ct. A 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
 
Chrys Ballerano 
Slingerlands, NY 
 
Richard Kavanaugh 
Albany, NY 
 



Cort Richardson 
Richardson & Associates 
305 Guyette Road 
East Montpelier, VT 05651 
 
Raven Davis 
Charlotte, VT 
 
Todd Petracek 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Karlis D. Viceps 
PO Box 2264 
Taos, NM  87571 
 
Jennifer Matthews 
Tryon, NC 
 
James Kowalski 
St. Pete Beach, FL 
 
Richard C. Geary  
Oklahoma City, OK  73118 
 
Frances Costelloe 
Rensselaer, NY 
 
Jennifer Banister 
Roslindale, MA 
 
Shirley Strom  
Harold Strom  
19137 Starlane  
Southfield, MI 48075 
 
Akasha Madron 
Seattle, WA 
 
Ruth Niswander 
Davis, CA 
 
Tim Austin, 
South Bend, IN 
 
Alberta Swan 
2504 NE 37th Avenue 

Portland, OR 97212 
 
Osborn Cresson 
80 Woodside Drive 
Mount Holly, NJ 08060-5274 
 
Natalie Hanson 
Lansing, MI 
 
Richard Montgomery 
Mathematics Professor 
University of California, Santa Cruz, 
 
Alice O'Donnell 
Chaska, MN 
 
Miriam and Steve Adams 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Janine Melillo 
243 Sprout Brook Road 
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 
 
Dr. Paul Connett, 
Professor of Chemistry 
St. Lawrence University 
Canton, NY 13617. 
 
Ellen Connett, 
Editor, Waste Not 
82 Judson Street 
Canton, NY 13617. 
 
Michael Connett, 
Webmaster, 
Fluoride Action Network, 
 
Sidney Goodman, PE, MSME 
170 Villanova Drive 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
 
Steve Jambeck / Joan Flynn 
Box 311 
Ft. Tilden NY 11695 
 
Leonore S. Lambert 



East Aurora, NY 
 
Fred Beck 
Washington, DC 
 
Douglas Belyeu 
1416 Prairie Dog Drive 
Modesto, CA., 95355 
 
Jason F. Shaefer 
Albany, NY 
 
David W. Chappell 
Catherine A. Chappell 
7276 Callison Road 
Penryn, CA 95663 
 
Kirsten Singler 
Austin, TX. 78741 
 
Kathy Van Dame 
1148 East 6600 South #7 
Salt Lake City, UT 84121 
 
John Loretz 
International Physicians for the Prevention of 
Nuclear War (IPPNW) 
[for id purposes only] 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Corinne Turner 
10298 Keller Rd. 
Delton, MI  49046-7710 
 
Marci R. Culley 
Doctoral Student 
Society for Community Research and Action 
Kansas City, MO 
 
Tess Wilmot 
Ivybridge, Devon 
PL21 0LP England 
 
John C. Krouse 
1417 Roosevelt Street 
Morgantown, WV  26505 

 
Jackie Hoyle and Pete Sears 
27 Exwick Hill 
Exeter 
Devon 
UK 
 
Jackie Burns 
Davis, WV 
 
Tom Ferguson 
372 Oakland Ave SE 
Atlanta, GA 30312 
 
Dale Nesbitt 
1712 Marin Ave 
Berkeley, CA 94707 
 
Matt Gordon 
University of Bath 
Bath, UK 
 
Jay Felton 
London, England 
 
Emeritus Professor Malcolm Hooper 
University of Sunderland 
2, Nursery Close 
Sunderland SR3 1PA 
 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Professor Alexey Yablokov 
President 
The Center for Russian Environmental Policy 
Moscow, Russia 
 
Grace de Haro 
APDH Human Rights Organization 
Bariloche, Argentina 
 
Josef Puehringer 
Oberoesterreichische Ueberparteiliche 
Plattform gegen Atomgefahr 
A - 4020 Linz, Landstrasse 31/223 
Austria 
 



George Cheng 
Taiwan Watch Institute 
Taipei, Taiwan 
 
Solange Fernex 
Présidente 
Ligue Internationale des Femmes pour la Paix 
et la liberté, 
Section Française 
114, rue de Vaugirard 
75006 – Paris, France 
 
Ron McCoy 
Chair 
Malaysian Physicians for the Prevention of 
Nuclear War 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 
Trevor & Jacki Lawrence 
Camel valley Permaculture 
The Barn 
Croanford 
Wadebridge 
Cornwall, UK 
 
G. Castelli Ed. Züblin AG, NL Stuttgart 
Arbeitsvorbereitung 
Albstadtweg 5 
70567 Stuttgart, Germany 
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