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          September 29, 2009 
Honorable Chairman Greg Jaczko 
Commissioner Dale Klein 
Commissioner Kristine Svinicki 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 
 
Dear Chairman Jaczko and Commissioners: 
 
We, signed below, representing 57 organizations, offer you our nomination of Arnold Gundersen 
to serve on the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS). 
 
It is exceptionally rare for an individual to have the education, training, experience and expertise 
necessary to serve the Commission via the ACRS, while also having won not only the trust, but 
the admiration of some of the Commission’s most ardent critics and Watch Dogs. As a former 
Senior Vice President of Nuclear Energy Services, Mr. Gundersen has invested a large portion of 
his life to the wellbeing of the nuclear industry.  After Mr. Gundersen brought safety concerns to 
the NRC, former Chairman Selin said in congressional testimony to Senator John Glenn: “It is 
true...everything Mr. Gundersen said was absolutely right; he performed quite a service.”  
 
It bears note that Mr. Gundersen has served as an expert witness on both proposed new COL 
applications and also the current fleet, offering analysis that has, in many cases, contributed 
significantly over and above the information that would have been available without his 
participation. A very recent example of this is expert testimony he offered to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission about the potential for through-wall penetration of the containment liner 
at Beaver Valley. Through a declaration and multiple exhibits Mr. Gundersen was able to 
provide meaningful advice on appropriate inspection techniques.  
 
Appointment of Arnie Gundersen to the ACRS at this pivotal time in the history of nuclear 
energy makes sense: he has had a pivotal personal journey that at the same time demonstrates 
unwavering commitment to nuclear safety, technical expertise, and public protection – the pillars 
of the ACRS mandate. 
 
The Commission has the opportunity to substantially increase the credibility of your body in our 
eyes with the appointment of Mr. Gundersen to the ACRS. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Mariotte 
Executive Director 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service 
Takoma Park, MD 

 
Jim Riccio 
Greenpeace USA 
Washington, DC 

 

Ken Bossong 
Executive Director 
SUN DAY Campaign 
Takoma Park, MD 
 

 

Edwin S. Lyman 
Senior Staff Scientist 
Global Security Program 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
Washington, DC 
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Lynn Thorp 
Clean Water Action 
Washington, DC 

 

 
Stephen M. Brittle 
Don't Waste Arizona 
Phoenix, AZ  

 
Patricia Birnie, Chair 
GE Stockholders' Alliance 
Tucson, Arizona 

 
Jack Cohen-Joppa 
The Nuclear Resister 
Tucson, AZ 

 
Felice Cohen-Joppa 
Arizona Nuclear Energy Watch 
Tucson, AZ 

 
Russell Lowes  
Research Director 
www.SafeEnergyAnalyst.org 
Tucson, AZ 

 
Rochelle Becker  
Executive Director 
Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
 

 
Jane Swanson,  
Spokesperson 
San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace 
San Luis Obispo, California 

 
Grandmothers for Peace/San Luis Obispo 
County Chapter 
Molly Johnson/area coordinator 
San Miguel, CA 

 
Linda Seeley 
Terra Foundation 
San Luis Obispo,  CA 

 
Robert M. Gould, MD 
President 
SF-Bay Area Chapter 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
San Francisco, CA   

 
Michael Welch 
Redwood Alliance 
Arcata, CA 

 
Ernest Goitein, Claire Feder 
Co-coordinators 
Californians for Radioactive Safeguards 
Atherton, CA 

 
Susan Clark 
Chair 
Committee To Bridge the Gap 
Sherman Oaks, CA 

 
Rinaldo Brutoco 
Founder and President 
World Business Academy 
Ojai, California 

 
Glenn Carroll 
Coordinator 
Nuclear Watch South 
Atlanta, GA 

 
Tom Ferguson, Coordinator 
Foundation for Global Community/Atlanta 
Atlanta, GA 

 
Bob Darby  
Coordinator 
Food Not Bombs, Atlanta 
Atlanta, GA 

 
Cara Campbell 
President 
Ecology Party of Florida 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
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David Kraft 
Director 
Nuclear Energy Information Service 
Chicago, IL 

Carolyn Treadway 
No New Nukes 
Normal, IL 

 
Grant Smith  
Executive Director 
Citizens Action Coalition of Indiana 
Indianapolis, IN 

 
John Blair 
President 
Valleywatch, Inc.  
Evansville, IN  

 
Mary Davis, 
Ecoperspectives a project of EarthIsland 
Institute 
Lexington, KY 

 

 
Mary Lampert 
Director 
Pilgrim Watch 
Duxbury, MA  

 
Debbie Grinnell 
C-10 Foundation 
Newburyport, MA 

 
Jeff Napolitano  
Program Coordinator  
American Friends Service Committee 
(Western MA)  
Northampton, MA  

 
Hattie Nestel 
The Nuclear Free Future Coalition of Western 
Massachusetts 
Northampton, MA 

 
Johanna Neumann 
Maryland PIRG 
Baltimore, MD 

 
George Crocker 
Executive Director 
North American Water Office 
Lake Elmo, MN  

 
Bruce A Drew, Steering Committee 
Prairie Island Coalition 
Minneapolis, MN 

 
Wells Eddleman 
Staff Scientist 
North Carolina Citizens’ Research Group 
Durham, NC 

 
Jim Warren 
Executive Director 
North Carolina Waste Reduction 
Awareness Network (NC WARN) 
Durham, NC 

 
Mary Olson 
Southeast Office 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service 
Asheville, NC 

 
Buffalo Bruce 
Staff Ecologist 
Western Nebraska Resources Council  
Chadron, NE 

 
Amy Goldsmith 
New Jersey Environmental Federation 
Montclair, NJ 

 
Sylvia Zisman, Co-Chair 
New Jersey Hiroshima,/Nagasaki 
Remembrance Committee 
Newark and Union County,NJ 

 
Laura Cayford  
Social Action Committee of Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Monmouth Co 
Lincroft, NJ 
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Alice Slater 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, NY 
New York, NY  

 
Phillip Musegaas 
Hudson River Program Director 
Riverkeeper, Inc. 
Tarrytown, NY  

 
Vina Colley 
Portsmouth/Piketon Residents for 
Environmental Safety and Security / 
National Nuclear Workers for Justice    
SS/NNWJ  
Portsmouth, OH 

 
Nina Bell, J.D.  
Executive Director 
Northwest Environmental Advocates 
Portland, OR  
 

 
Chuck Johnson  
Director 
Center for Energy Research 
Portland, OR 

 
Scott D. Portzline 
Security Consultant  
Three Mile Island Alert  
Harrisburg PA 

 
David Hughes 
Executive Director 
Citizen Power 
Pittsburgh, PA  
 
 

 
Tom Clements 
Southeastern Nuclear Campaign Coordinator 
Friends of Earth 
Columbia, SC 
 

 
Dr. F. Taylor 
Hilton Head for Peace 
Hilton Head, SC 

 

 
Louise Gorenflo 
Know Nuclear in Tennessee 
Crossville TN  

 

 
Sara Barczak 
High Risk Energy Coordinator 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
Knoxville, TN 

 
Karen Hadden 
Executive Director 
SEED Coalition 
Austin, TX 
 

 
Tom "Smitty" Smith 
Director 
Public Citizen Texas 
Austin, TX 
 

 
Elena Day 
People's Alliance for Clean Energy 
Charlottesville, VA 
 

 
Greg Wingard, 
Executive Director 
Waste Action Project 
Seattle, WA 

 

 


